Local groups united to take a stand against
discrimination during International Action Weeks
Against Racism – 10th to 26th of march 2018
Cinemas, cafes and theatres were just some of the
many places that hosted events as part of last month’s
International Weeks Against Racism campaign. Over
the course of two weeks, our region – Moabit,
Gesundbrunnen and Wedding – came alive with a
host of events highlighting the issue of racism in
society. And there was a big turnout from locals –
young and old – despite the cold weather. The
opening few days set the bar for a high standard of
events. On the first weekend, Fabrik Osloer Strasse
played host to the NSU-Monologue theatre production. The German show, which had
Turkish and English subtitles, earned rave reviews for its powerful performances and
strong storyline. Misch mit’s Annette Haußknecht was one of the 130 or so people who
watched it. She said: “I haven’t stopped thinking about it! The actors didn’t script the
piece, they took the original words straight from the NSU files, and this made it it very
emotional.” The other theatre production on offer was a series by Moabit’s Theatre X,
which showcased their 21 Hours of Resistance show. Over the course of the two weeks,
there were a number of events dealing specifically looking at different minorities and
racism. There was a lively discussion around racism towards Roma people hosted by
Amaro Drom e.V, while there were some familiar partner faces at the roundtable
discussion about what racism does to our everyday lives at the World Cafe in Moabit.
Other events looked at what it is like being black in Berlin and one on the impact of
Islamophobia on society. Cinemas across Wedding, including City Kino and Kultur
Fabrik, played an important role this year, and showed some iconic films including
James Baldwin’s powerful ‘I am Not Your Negro’ and ‘American History X’. Childrenfocused events came in the form of a music workshop, hosted by Teeny Musik Treff and
there was a fun-filled family afternoon at Fabrik. Bettina Pinzl, from Demokratie in Der
Mitte, was one of the organisers, alongside Narud and Misch mit! She said: “I think it
was a great campaign this year. The variety of partners enabled us to offer a diverse
programme of movies, workshops, theatres, graffiti-action and much more, which
attracted different people. I went to several events and I liked that people pointed out
that they are part of Zusammen gegen Rassismus. I would like to highlight the start, the
theatre NSU Monologue with the interesting discussion afterward. It was amazing to see
so many people still interested in this topic.”
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